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The prototypes of the concepts of Game phenomenon in
contemporary architecture

Dr. Akram Jassim Al-Akkam Architect Dalia Ghassan Fattah
Dept. of Architecture Dept. of Architecture / College of
College of Engineering / Technology Engineering
University Baghdad University
Abstract:

There have been many points of view set to explain games. Some of which include the old
theories whose foundation was created on a philosophical meditative base and have been achieved
through the physiological theories (as the surplus energy theory and the relaxation theory), the
biological theories (as the recapitulation theory and the pre-exercise theory), and the abreaction theory.
These theories have paved the way for the current psychological theories that are meant to explain
games on scientific studies and empirical researches.It is possible to summarize these theories by the
theory of Gestalt, the theory of Piaget, the psychoanalytic theory of Freud and the theory of Vygotsky.
Many philosophical points of view as well were set to explain games. Some of which were directed
towards freedom and imitation, as Sheelar’s. Where as that of Vitgenstine was directed towards
language games, as well as Joyo’s that highlights the point of playing from art and beauty.The game
theory has been used in different scientific fields. Among which is the economical, social, war,
political, strategic military, electronic computers, playing machines, epidemiologic fields, and other
scientific fields. But the use of that theory in the architectural field has never gained enough interest
due to its modernity.

The aim of the current research is to discover the prototypes of the concepts of the game
phenomenon in contemporary architecture, hypothesized affection by behavioral, organizing, and
psychological factors. And to achieve this aim, this study has employed research settings (samples) of
(50) projects. This research relies on the phenomenological methodology and the descriptive analytical
method throughout three phases of survey. The data were gathered by using the observation check list;
and the K-means cluster analysis was employed by using the analytical (Minitab) program. These
results explained the presence of six prototypes to build some major thoughts about the game
phenomenon in contemporary architecture.

The study has also been able to conclude the presence of multiple variables of this
phenomenon, represented by the kind of players, the playing material, playing pattern, players
mechanism, playing dependency, organizing items, and designing properties in addition to the aim of
the playing.

The conclusions of the study has also explained the muitiplicity of the important players type
in building this phenomenon in architecture, represented by the designer, the receiver, the plans, shape
structures, machines (like computers) and different materials. In addition to the importance of the
plans, images, different objects, and computers as materials used to embody the phenomenon in
contemporary architecture compared to the constructional materials and thoughts, the information, and
other related issues; and the importance of the behavioral and unbehavioral activities as a mechanism
of action for the first player; the psychological effects, behavioral and unbehavioral activities as a
mechanism of reaction for the second player. The game phenomenon in contemporary architecture has
relied on organizing limiting rules not to mention the importance of the psychological effects of
receiving action and the presentation of drawings, pictures, alternatives, structures, and compositional
possibilities of the designing action as being an aim to build the game phenomenon in contemporary
architecture.

The study has revealed presenting the phenomenon as a new strategy to create the
architectural product and anew mean to form the items and architectural relations, the presentation of
new basis and points of view permitting the utilization of materials and technologies that would liberate
the current architecture from its limiting formal items as it would allow to use new materials from
outside the architectural and constructional field. The possibilities of forming the phenomenon ideas
has multiplied in architecture throughout various relations and the superiority of the psychological
effects of the receiver as being a final aim for the phenomenon. This phenomenon presents mindful,
concentrating, aiming, moving items, in architecture, and build some active skills like contact,
distinguishing, recognition, and attention, and thereby presents symbols and compositional rules for the
architectural system.

The ‘study has concluded that the game phenomenon in architecture presents a new dimension
for the relationship between the human, space and time; and therefore reinforce the communication
action.The phenomenon establishes new designing characteristics that would minimize of the
borderlines between fiction and reality in architecture and its spaces throughout the characteristics of
mystery, anxiousness, excitement, and creating puzzles, tricks, and illusion.

And finally the recommendations and the scope of the research for the future were discussed.
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Plurality of Meaning in Contemporary Architecture

Dr. Moamel Alaa Aldeen AL-
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Professor
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Assistant lecturer

Abstract:

[t's evident that communication with the receiver is being the most important issue in
architectural, theoretical and practical domains. Containing a duality that is difficult to conciliate,
which is belonging to the characteristic identity and specific condition, at the same time, the ambition
to make it understandable globally, from all the cultural plurality. Thus the research handle the plurality
of meaning, as a kind of subject has a much interest, and attempts to attain, in most of contemporary
works. Which tend to make communication, through expressive architecture, with plural meanings.

The general frame of the research relates with the Pluralism concept, which rise in
architectural thoughts, it almost being the spirit of our era. It has been discussed as a reaction against
the problems of modern movement’s Monism. Thus Pluralism demonstrates in every architectural
theoretical and practical aspect, these aspects seemed to be multiple, and interrelation with other
concepts, representing the research’s general problem. So a definition identifying Pluralism, from the
philosophical concepts correspond and interrelation to it, is required.

The multiple aspects of the concept demand a concentration on one of them, choosing
Plurality of meaning. Which has a different approaches to deal with, representing the research’s
specific problem. To clarify the concept in a definite way, the research concentrates on one of the two
aspects “syntactic or single form”. Choosing the semantic aspect of the form and its ability to create a
plurality of meanings by the three contemporary movements: L ate Modernism, Post Modernism, and
Deconstruction.

The second chapter aimed to search in the previous architectural studies, for the
characteristic treatment in each movement to the semantic aspect of form to make plurality meanings.
These studies had a dissent about some concepts, concentrating on one of them rather then the others.
These lacks of knowledge about difference between the three movement’s procedures of making
plurality of meanings regarded the research problem and its aim to clarity this difference.

Solving this problem required theoretical framework that explaining the procedures, in
chapters, three and four. The third chapter discusses the knowledge related to the plurality of meaning.
Depending on perception field, and the receiver’s interpretation, to exploit in formulating levels of
perceiving the semantic of architectural form. These levels represent correlation systems, which the
receiver can rely on, to approach the meaning. Which formulated by the research to: structural
correlation system, association correlation system and logical correlation system. Plurality of meaning
based on the presence of logical correlation system and in manipulating the other correlation systems.

This previous knowledge enables to formulate the theoretical framework, into three issues:
correlation, inclusion and transformation, and to define relations between them, considering that
inclusion attain by transformation, and by the differences in or from correlation systems. Whereas
transformation is the result of displacement from the two correlation systems: structural and
associational, and because of the logical correlation system presence.

To explain difference, it requires application of the distinctive works, to each movement, in
the theoretical framework. Thus the samples selected according to factors like being famous in their
plurality of meaning, their numerousness descriptions and interpretations and being characterized to its
movement. (Fifth chapter).

The final conclusions introduced in three aspects; the first one includes the general
conclusions about pluralism concept, and plurality of meanings in general. While second aspect,
discusses the theoretical framework. The third aspect introduces the theoretical framework’s
application results, for the six projects. Which clarify difference between the three movements, in
concentrating on kinds of correlation system from the others, and on the kind of difference in or from
the correlation system to make inclusion, and the concentration in kind of transformation, explicit or
implicit.

The results of applications clarify the participation of all the three movements, in employing
logical correlation system, relate to the specific circumstance of the project. By analyzing and inferring
the connotation underlying the specific condition, and revealing structural and associational implicate
correlation, making inclusive and changeable meaning in the project, and consequently multiple.
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