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Corner Joint in Architecture: Basic Concepts

A.Al-Sauhairy, Assistant Prof.
Dept. of Architecture, College of Eng.
University of Baghdad

Abstract

It may be said that any human production needs two Kinds of inter-related acts; one is
theoretical the other is practical. Through this, architecture can be seen as the product of
interpretation and construction. The dialectical relationship between them is one of the main
principles for the development of architecture, and at any level presents the “joint™. Generally
speaking, there are many levels of joints in architecture, and this research is concerned with
the corner joint.

The subject matter is dealt with through an inductive research for the purpose of
establishing basic concepts through which the corner joint can be treated. The method
followed is first by choosing suitable definitions that were used as prelude to the analysis that
followed. The concepts were treated (in different scales) through many examples from
traditional and modern architecture.

The research concluded that:

- The omittance of the corner in a certain scale does not mean omittance of its existence.

- The principle of reinforcing the corner and its independence from its meeting surfaces is a’
logical case and falls within the requirements of form details.

- The wide use of the gradual transformation in traditional architecture is in tune with the
use of bricks and stones; and the transformation of the treatment to the principles of
omitting the effect of the corner in modern architecture is through the effect of concrete

and steel.
The aim of all corner treatments is the softening of effects on concentrated points.
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