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TECTONIC IN ARCHITECTURE

Hazim Majid Al-Tak
Assistant professor

Abstract

The term “Tectonic’ in architecture and architectural criticism which increased
in use in the last decades, is used to express the aesthetical function of the structure
which is the result of the intuitive relationship between force and form.

Due to the relationship of tectonic with the essence of architecture, especially
that between architecture and structure, and the fact that structure is one of the main
pillars of architecture, and the different opinions about its meaning in theoretical
studies during the successive historical stages of its development, and the scarcity of
references about the term; this research about tectonic is done to explain the different
related aspects for the benefit of architects, students of architecture and those
interested in architecture.

The research about tectonic is not because it is a term, but for its meaning, role
and importance in architecture.

The skeleton of the research will include in addition to its aim, definitions of
tectonic, the historical development of its meaning, explanation of tectonic meaning
according to different theoretical studies, intuitive relationship between force and
form, the relation between aeshetics and structure, explanation.of tectonic and its
opposite meaning “atectonic”, its application in a revised description of examples of
contemporary architecture, and conclusions.
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