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Some criterias of Contemporary arab dwelling in hot dry climate.

Dr. BAHJAT R. SHAHIN
University of Baghdad —College of Engineering - Arch. Dep.
Abstract:

This paper momentarly stops at what our ancestors have accomplished in their
endevour to understand arab values. In order to comprehend certain qualities of the
contemporary Arab dwelling, we need to fathom our architectural heritage to
appreciate the ways it expressed environmental, aesthetical, moral and cultural values
of Arab — modern society.

It does not aim to raise knowledge, or to verify qualities of traditional
architecture. It aims to create awareness of solutions which traditional architecture can
offer to solve contemporary problems.

The paper will review the researcher's own experience, spanning many long
years. It is noted that Arab dwellers, now, need to substitute what had been lost from
their traditional dwelling — mainly what this paper calls THE SUMMER SPACE. Its
an extraordinary space accomplished though a wholistic urban system in a
hierarchical special flow.

Its not this paper concern to discuss aspects of severe climate. It is concerned
with how a comfortable, flexible, shaded space which can be opened and closed,
independent and private can be created individually and pluraly.

Various local experiments by the author, in Baghdad, will be presented from
which conclusions can be drawn with relevance to technical specifications required to

achieve this space. These experiments are not isolated but make use of various other
national experience in this field.
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