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Architectural Referential Divergence
D*. Khaleel lbrahim Ali

Professor
Department of Architecture

University of Technologv

'Ihe ilrportance of'divergence concept has canre tiom its connection lvitl, ,he goals that were

detined by the conretnporaty architecture to create balanced solutiotts between the consetvative and

those liberated trends that are calling for clrange. so that to present the new modern meaning which

transcertd nll that is conventional and had agreed upon, by exceeding the limits of tirne and place. , as

gell as revival of the innovative and the ditferent, the unusual and not currently used as well The

divergence had represeuted to the referential one of the soltltions that called for enlarging the

archiiictural speeclr of previous static reference. so that to include different cultures and languages ol
richer product. tlrat admit the diiference and varicty by presenting the appropriate new meaning for the

inrrnediate condition panicularity of contemporary event and possessed its self-referential at the same

time. So as to face the serious challenge. such as the globalization that had aimed at fragmenting the

wor.ld people culrural identity, irr away that suits its hidden aims at obliterating the identity and

suspecting the origins. calne to the surface the inrportauce of serious study in deepening the issues of
ref'erence gerrerally and the referential of architecture in particular as a distinct cultural speech drat

represent the culniral irlentity. ln order to avoid the danger of globalization in fighting the history and

acirieving its anrbitious thal aimed at generating the openness culture of differerlce instead of the uniw

ancl holding to the previous refelerrtial invaliables, and the recent years have witnessed definite changes

in the thought and desire to turn towards non-arch itecture knowledgeable fields that had interfered in all

aspects ot'lil'e. when the architecturnl practice $as depending upon the dtought ofarchitecttrre for rlrany

years. rvhere lhe conceprs ofchange hid emerged explicitly. withirr which lies the divergence. by taking

,p o ,"* type of expiessions thal reluse the subtraction of modernism, multiplicity and random ol
,J.."urrtrr.tiu i.,n. theieforc. the concept was important to our contenrporary architecture today, since the

pleasurc of arrhitecture is not gerrerated tiom the absence of previotts refereuces frorn the mind of the

iecipicnt, hLrt by br.eakiug the larvs of these previous references, arrd the pemon must realize lhat the

arcliitectural lariguag"' is a rlan-nrade inveirtiorr develops rvith the grorving of his humarr nrirrd, thtrs it is

chargerl uith ciriilizitio'r referential legacy of previoLrs cultural groups which is build in a d.iflerent and

6iveigence rval. tiour the past, so th;t. it rvould be able to evoke or effect the intended dialectical

dialogue rvithin its conversation to the Iecipient .

Irr this resear.ch rve discLrsserl the rnatter of r€calling tlre reference by the architect in the product

of architecture to enrich it by what he refers of dialogue meaniug rvith lhe recipient. Next rve hare

discussed the concept of divelgenc.' lor referential. The absertce of explicit theoretical fralneu'ork has

lbrrned a basis tbr rire researcli rcaching to the knorvledge ploblernl "There is no obvious conniving

rvhich tlcscribes the architecture rel'erential tlivergence recalled in the produce for the purpose of

presenting thc ncrv dialectical dialogue nrcaning rvith the reciPienl each time to form.a nerv

pro6uct, ivhich represented thc airn of research in presenting a comprehensive and cract

conniving that depicls the Straregy in contemporary and renewetl architecture over the time""

Ihen. thtltlrst stage of vrlving the'iesearch problenr rvas begarr by implernenting a series of research

opcrations to .r1,rt-ulliaa ancl ex--tract thc basic vocabulary of the fratnervork t'l'orn the aspects of plcviotts

rescaruh. the tiamervork has becn replesertetl in its final form in five basic vocabularics: ((The essence

of divergcnl referentixl, airns oi inlernational divcrg€nce referential, the rvay of referential

rlivcrgenit, signilicationisnlion the recipienl thought, lhe tlialogue lvith the recipient')) Alier th:rt

,u" ,.r'r-.rrura the scope (!l'cr)nccpt rcalization. lirr the purpose of practicing by isolating their varilbles.

,,'h$e thc applicatiotnnas r ,rdrl (lo lllrec repfr:scntatiye p[ojects of Iraqi alchitcctLtte-ntonLtntental antl

slnrboli,:. ltinirlll'. the anal-rsis ol'applicalioll arld c()tlcltlsioll.
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l:Sl j ,i;1..,t cr3-)- 'o;Ea+ teill^ll J+ .,,.

.x c!lt.-., 4li= + ,FL-Yl 6+rJt rJti

,'iliJE (Jencks I 980/P.73 ). -ntldl Jl r-/l

i*'+ r, :ie rq i* J, :i a;L*lJ +:.Jl
c.,.+-i \5lil JIS*l,)J g1lll ;3l-S il-i,isl

.il+iL,ll Lili;sl li-Ji .i.,ji i i^,$

iJ"" C ki*i;J :o..i \l c++jlJ+Yl

:!3 .\aie iiSlll IJLJI C" :lpJl illl'-tl
'o+.:+ *ft,- ,-tL 4I\S.l .Jl "Eco";Ut

JIFII $ts-lt :re}Jl J)i -* e+ll
.i-r ;lJl r r+l ll u+i l- iiL=^ll i+ClJ
l.Jrl.J

.31:-)'lr JSUCI 41 L :.rcXll JIXU
'+l J' U!* tJgl* .,.. Cl +:,;6Jl ; 3

.;clJ Jr5*ll -x,Jl-l ilY: :,li -lL$l

(Eco I 980/P.33 ) .+tp-:t -ir>Lll

4+ll .+J-3 Jl "Jenclis"fr

rJ,'i'ill u! JA-"',r' ,,I*o!l+ {Jt g L"e

lra e+al ;l iJS,t ++l* 6+-d dll
*l;11Y +r-61 ,JiSl Y 6Jg,: :;-- 6+-/l
l* JLS., silill J+ .r. rxi. xs JI+JJ I.r,;

*4J-11 l:a .,jii.t 'SJ9 .-rr- ,- +L--, :s

-i...1* Fill .'1i '''r- p. rJr FLijL Lt-i/
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(4+r..!) tn.ui :Still 6l;i'cJl Y-\-l-'l

.e#l 4tl1

.JS-J ,i,Jl +tlilJl $ill :,t

ia;6.l; "l+>;J 4ill iBl \J9 ';j''r-'!l

!,1.o 4r.5..ir J 'ft+f "+XLf -,21! cO^i'll ;l)

La t.-bsi-* oill ili-'3-\'l J$ 'Ui

 iqJ.ri ;n 3"-.olf o r'"r[j L 9 s,^Jt

.-r;'pll irl"c' r': '''J- '(4ilJ1 C/t
q+ a++-l i:+$lJi-l t'-rt'r'"ll 3+JJI

.5b 6++Jl :.-oLill dE zllll 'il^'5

JIi, .\.irl-, .,rill^ll +ill ,;:Jl *tJt 6+/

.si$^11 J 9.s cJ $^-o= \'Fnl 'o:'lri'o -ilu)

q1.+ ,* +r=ll ..+r$t "r!^ll .JJg

:t-uU .5il$l U\'+{ 6!,li 'i'i'o'o t-rlf
' "ti;l^'-lt

d a.,lJ Jizii ;ls!l dI '-'l''o

, *,1* 
\Jr .;;E'Jl ,lLLll

ri .iJr+/l '.j\tJsi ..l' iJJ','i:I sihall-

. arrif i;-,;rl Jl tq\t- .-'ll:ll ;'F

,irr-Jrll .+Jti J" ;rft-iiJl ;c' '-ilu)t-
jl:a\l -fly ;!) -rie.l- i + b -r+l-l

iJ.Yl g. e dl J J{,Is #l a'ro.'iJt 
'sc

.llll ;,.r- -2lt*.a.-3^"-'ll J$ i ar:"aiiJl

.(e\.,}l .,!;re'i^11 ;ee -i'luYl

^+s Lp )ili3J .ii'ia-ll a+'l!i aill '-dtlr

-jt-j. Yl pss.-J"ill a$+") tllt iX 
"r"

'(.:SJl rx*
+t,:r L*; 

'.1^ r+r \r+ tl-r 1,dUL!lJ*-
.ji/l-.i-Js*ll FJ"ll o\'si fili"ll 3J+=)

jtill i-:';:-j'.,.-ll ell '\5i f^J iJsill

,s 4SJ1-J'JA..J| C+J^ll "\+i Jili"ll J ,^^' tt

-}'s # ilil: ^ll-a:.d} -.liFt i'r=d-r-

as4^ -,Q;r'' dr$ .,3 f-Jl J-filf-' it r.r.rll

' (Jlt"X

crlr-,f. .,.!c 'qJt""I *illt J41ji1

orl .t-Fr .{l! dti t'rJ el}6 lrj*'i i'ili

:3j .\i!--1-e a+i'.o'..I lilll 6r\a 6t:;iJl

'6;L.rjl .:l.l.-J -,;tel Jr "Broadbent"-,lLil

jxli:ll -p a.ea,.+. 1J*Jl Ji"is 'J'il9ii;l 
i'J'5^r

..fl: ;r!^lr drb1$)l 'J' 
4s e'+J 4+J'4+ll

6JSs Jl JJrl )i r\r*;1" ,,+ ftl 4Jlro.i ;JSil

. k+,,,8 3. j a-,fJl $l: "r^ 
il'+/

.rl5.j t'Jl cCr ;* r+ill JJlill Ji

J,ajllJ ,"Signitied" JrJl *i *'tt'"+ i'+

*j,5 ,l+iYt! o q.s' I ri "'Signifier' 
(JtJt)

(E,isenmanl993'.rlrJL'i!Ji3 J" "oill.l

rJjr..lle J:ll uu t- 4+/ ir rlt '/P'38)

-9o )l-t d.J..r 4I'J$l :'1 U oilJl or-lal !l

4-DlJl 4+L J .rp sili'll i' :'l!q ;>Yl

';+r+ Jt,.o ir 4ils +5t4 \' irlJ e*-/l'
.;-*!l 

'+ 
o+L';

c {."iJJ ir;iii ;t;,t!t .:lE lli"
r *\Jr i.5ii:!l -,f't)l

Je .( -rt+'ill) e-JrJt ;:-ilI i-''rat'-

:r-',,,r \1) ++Pu 'r Ur'j tuj- ls'l jJ+t

ii, ..rl\., L-JlJl ;r,roll cr-u 4, tl'lt
.(#ll

r-!-9 .

t-jll-i;)) L-J-U i $;,'d 4:il5'l -r lsL

i:;-ia .t -a.eii 
i*U ;*-Jlr^ll ;r"P'

'(JC'^it

.dl ;L! l- Jil^i3 'f.+-/l ;rY^ r-* L-

lj:., 1l Vs*s^ Jl \'.oJ Ll ;j! ;rll1

f/ ,\-uJ) o*-L ;* ;i:e :!i3'Q-

i-4+/l IJIS-F/ i'r*- e-i-tj"I

r+-+j a-:.,P erF\. ,J.-ts!t 'J+'-P';
.rr'r-'-il+ e---ll ;'!).c i+U .,'-1;ll

,--F/, '-*iJ,[Jj:
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l ,i ir-utll ;) rill cl! :-i:'t i*l+r .\JS C)31:.

.e..-Fll q,ill ,+*ll $-L+ +J.$t+

;",;l ,.r.^!jl ';:till ,,rIS +it :
:i)-l. i ,.sil^lJ JSEII

-;lSiYl 6+-) # k .xkr ,-rSl!l t;=.-

.rJt ilgaill-;ss!t .:J.tr uir!y*-,;lssYl Lr+t

. ( -;lsiYt .J-Lii- JlssYl'{5Ii"3

q; .,+Ee ,,.*J& a!:C_*U_j!!{-
--i)ii)J iJ'-.rLll * it- r.Jl)e$

.(teX i't-,tilll ,;a l.:t' ' 3*:Jl

).p U dnr ..+ll i:+ ll ji["ll tDc-

g+tr,ii\rdl *1. j:sil-ei\riitt J. .iiy'l
.(("rtilt iil){+r'ull

Jtsi)l -IiU., Jr") rihll .rili.ll .,Hr,.-

eiS-l .I:L: ;*) # h J$,Lir ,(i.J,+;l"ll

;.Jih.ll J"lrJl !a L-&Ul e/ g. *,.rlr^)t

-.JtJl +jdl .jr!i9^1l-,Ji!i^Jl {$li d 6}-dl

(dlrJl:.lFl

.!tl-9rll :i'.".Ltll 6liJl o- \ -Y-'t

=rUl j p ,t+:iij '.++* egjl dl $
i vr' .

',t . - : i Jl 'm -rr L Jr l:ls )* .l .-:il I
e f v JJ ]J I I

CU--, 
j+l' a3*jl Jriill ljJst .Jp 

qsl'r-i L l-r,\

Sll J.E Jl i*&l *ll ) ,i+ii.l',^ il-,;ljs Jl

;rl ,i*r, Lq ilj rl-ricl 9l ,*"*5l.. -PL" -ll

4eJ,- NJI -r+li .J$il 4"+*'*J o'uinl3 elir=l

; ,r-Yty Lf)l -.;; !ui:.'r*j -rlAYl l:l ;r.

-rsj ol; L .11; ,J;lf. i.*^ o'* <r'i'&t I aylt

-Srr (\ Alu€/'l 111r'at;'r!). .,;:.Yl "lj Lr

# gl:r.'jle ifill i'i a:l^al .Jlo "-[^U'

-'',:i- .r)tllCfltCsS a15)'t lfts- frf .tf_,I fJl

;.,6 ;l JF; dl;rl il',-i-l *!) dsbj1

.(rrY! 
^I+-, *Jl .{Li)"e -p. LEiu';:y'+

:I!.: . j^:,.-sJ;*'i:, (t rVr-/t 11Yi1;9:9)

,.+ pll +, rl pJ :l '+-il ;r2i^Jl i;i +ulS^1
L.J

' :l l.,,ll-l il-ss 5-l -'-).i;Ll+ .*iFl

J*.tr: ..rJ-,i :r.iltill il-2i"ll r-!-l-1

'CrlJl
LoJ.i lii-t ;l jfu ;_,11J1, *.rrl1 ..,1

jA ll .+lliill I-AJ+L iJlrl -Di .1. .r+;[ill

g:Il rprl Jis.r.ll JA .iJii*ll Jl CL,:Jl

z r i 'u-.Ii. U A '.,1l 
d)i .1, ;ta}'i-;IJJ

CJj Lit"el os -l,,,3ll 
f ir.l ;l; g;;t'rJl

.i ri'r.,'G (Colquhourn19961P,206) .J.- ll

rii;LJl pl-l -n-)s3ll ar-lnl-n-l ,..i".11

*-alll 6;ly ci:r+t .1^ a--lii ,/ .+1LfS

j. ,Jri6Jl ,,Jc dLll qf 4,. i--1 iilLlt

i o*U!t *i+Jl ;l .o-)r4o CD ,jJtJ"

,jli -Jl ++,ll 1,l ,q'riti"ll eLl C+J^ll +J.:

*x jr,gJl 1* j* .>iJ ,,filill +rL., a-lL"- rjL:

,;5JtiJlJ il-!-ll J)# J.-liJl +*at 6;J" $Li

JJ-! dJt ,o.ral Jr-, $rl 
"F" # $r

.-r;,t i t-Jei" .1A ,+ e)SU #
-a;iSll .+r*l ;r;,rr '"1.' r: ql"f , \'ili"Jl

,.,.l; l-S F.rJt

.l.G 4:D.E) a+/i '+JFill.- :l*ij*-
'(+JY'Jl

=a!_-=l' ; e -+_\--d UUI -+tr
,L1*xlJl

Jsill Cri.{5 :AIJJ$ 6,r;A"rll t - \ -l- \

.(sJr4!)

-lrlill d.JtJ di,u Glc.i .l*s.ill -l,'^,1

o-,;-"r-,s: # .t$l i'J,s^ll 6+lJi i;r!i -+rty

Jt*; qil ,,J,-!l all.: I oi_.13 d\): JS ,t^

ri}sJl JSil ..;,,,nl'r, .JlFi, a+ +.Jl +iil

.,Jc -!o+ t 4,SJ .*,jralJ lJ1" --;J 4;l'.

J-Yl C+J ! JlJl J',i -1^ 
nYrrJl :l: r-1

ls, *)r.:.r L 5* .+rLL ;rt- ,i 'rc i\, [^]S

-li 'ld- .- ,r--b-ll .Jc' \-".li': l;:\-s JI:JI
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8LZqa i.J rn# rf-yt rir=yf rfr:;r1r rC:ifi
lfT 6 r Yt Fl' f d f n. Yf..P llFd 9-

fs';^ t-fir=.i (i<tu-' Fri"+y)' flm'<^

gr--"{r.: -f . ff .i ,-q ti"i-=.Ct,: lf
r{r Eo tp-uri f J tigtr tplff 2

\_l-l-\ Eol{) llr/Ff tr..

ff"q" f;=.tr.

r.ri rnfn 11r-.8" f t6celfr ttf.1trf

6Y'.'r fi"r liT"'"'rr r"rt,- r*.€ rrtf
tJ*J rrfqf t:,r'lct "fl rgt.Fr

. lltf f f5r T') tfd t' '1 .if

ltrIII,''
rtf.,*s:tt lt'1Ft?. fl ffii tf{f I 11?

rn-.e;r- f +-F ['rii mf 15-r5rt

ttt'€, VC s--Tr" tfi,f h,: lfl !i
rf{s- n,I.T tc q" liry r={q-

! t[S.]rr f fff lfqn' q-' rt'€ rnf
lr:
"tf I'rstJ t{tfr fi:..n:.- Fri'?, fs't

F.n) t' 1f2 -lt'.) =cfo =f,lrf { 'atl
rd.t-" 1J-c=,*y) r(ffJfrt), q- frlc nqa

lm 11fq-l'? nTarf (f *f

ffi
'-Ty.t-nfr'-1 

16#).

lgn*-t:11 g-=Gn--ly-{: [.s,nr.-ttf U,t

-ffifnr}r.iFg# (rfr.n

tr:rq (rrt'rn))'

r,ffrr. .*Tlr5r' P ryt.. Frir_fisrtt

-ffitHr+F.J(r{ra
tfl,o fi!f,€ 11".dq--ll1.,*t Ffir 11-.{i),

r(='t-rf:tf ^- tlt'd X.n -? tpdta-

".ft 1gerrr-* ['.6fI (rff",rt) _ tq.nF

-ffi{-ss5uraqlo' rryr q # (r.
(*C- qt fdtc-tt'1T,t r1r-gr1? ff=( fr).

-ffir5++r.i#

5i1ql f d^S#-l ,t:!=-1 gw- 15rs'

6ldf :la'"'n T+.1' ti S-6C l{t+i lS[a

r lrTt' lsli^ lf- =:t6f "f .tY- tl-srlaq

nt'1ffi 1i;-r'

[,'nf+' itlr'it 1=e1+ 1p.1r--r' f{srt

r sltgre (rrrt) tFrT li ff 1r.r1r- or-9

16 r1g.rf a_ 5f\.
. #E-- lir(- .1glr1 fir-.f' q' ^"fr' -
. ltF-15e,i1 11vT}rt tr;s6 t t ff'lf $ih'
"i 'tacC 11r'li. "f n.f r

i t*."1 t1*Tf .Jtri, f tf r.i,f tf-J
(ctr iifa E-.af fi'r-i tiS6C lyf E&

r -J- | - I {'",txElll? nQ {r: rF'
('rvi 11.t't-,).

| -J- i l[-Xnqlr ['fr1rJ fttrrg

r-r E'-n:1€iF,

lYb \' rtlsf' rt' .r'

y",F) trf.qli (f.f"f sn) g-rg.)-.r'p-

. F,r.62 ':- 1y,..Eir-tpzr1ai (1{ 1m

(sir.' rr'rC) -nrcli-11,b \'lr..sf rd l'
(trTftf rrplr /<rr+r 511eri) rigi

t n<e) r?'ri f:1r". 
'p.€+fp-g*1fi

\ r b \' tr.-5r rd \'
pelfis) f rg:ti (*tr. l#)-q.r.-

. -ff J r-.r- 1;=frr-1g.,-1f i (eft
-.sll*,( il ll!Tr..E rP.:_

rrrrf rF,'rf q" .ir nrt f, tEt#.'

Tl't T n Il -? t.nT *trr mtr.f,

tiryr Fq? r;fif ttrnr q" rc*

F"ilni'r'

\ -l-l-Ail.!Fln tF.:.ltr r rlPU

s'lf rqr['(r-r)(r-r)
rmrrffi (-1nt r=rr- Fr*,i) t(rfdr.t)'

tlF1Ft '."T't'lr tp"f tr lm-y ipfrrr
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6r+i+ 4!Id c$Eii-Yl Y-t'- \

.(tJlJ.Jl)

.JlJJl ir_.'i. ol;Lii:-,! Lf-f-l
:.,+ j]Sl .rAr 4+/ +J.Jl ;1it rl:2

-.-"ll J^l-i JI. */ ,!_;lr. jil:^lt i+i 6.
:4+.u Jr ru"lj jilill -ir. prt* 6.

.5ir-Jl'etlr ..J iifa -t-9.1i}.al ,rlt )rs- lijl '
.r$o)'l tt+.rilJ

il:l il .ll ',li\r-ll -l ..i', .l t- ..<i".tt ...-

e+!l ol-jt-r i_fl:ll }iJ jlFJl i.l;{-llJ

.ot-t; +.r; C+/.sJl Jtsillr &lJt

.jjr-ll ,lJ -,,lCl g! iFal .rlc f$Ell t

.+r+ll

't-lYt 6.r+r. €t+l.rin*1 f-f-f-l
)-+ -,61 ;Ar 6+-*X +FiJl ;b s:;
i--Jl $t i iLr os ,*;13- jilslt 4+.ar 4.

:4+=Lj :j," gl-lJl Dt: .r. +>Yl rrp" C.
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.fJ;E o!*:i :,"; -!.stll iroll ols' rl<LrJl '
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.iLJl Fll C- 4iil! als:t

JA l-sr ,\JiYl +l[i *rtlit 
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+sUt .

..il:ll ;. JL=I +ili.ll

c*+l;* 1. +1'::, C+l;" $ll -tJl-:)l t

'-sil,.ll

.-r9 .6'r-irll .r:il-Jl a'l-rii ;^.-^ll J-lJSl t

"iS ,r*!Jlj il,l;iill j-'s l*sr YLi iA
r.;ll .,ir^ll Jl ji^-i Jl $ldt"t ij*iY!

.e^^i^f! J* l" .--i Jl e+;,ol,i C lrlJt
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Jr)l Jlo-:lt ; L J[iuYli .rl-,ll *+

L.i p .;!! JrJ:Jt .-..1 ".Jl ;9: i:rUJl 9,J+Y

j}!l--ll r*i >J! r.+_>^lj 4.*n-ljl sFJti

.,-till p,:c.9 l.tir':rl urll:' .,.iij j  rlc

iur. i+at diLr.li,iS-,1 Y-\-r-t

.,Idr.Jl

Y:+ rfsl .tAr 6+-*l .b ^:lt .$U :1.r2
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.i-,lLrJl 6_lli .r JA Jl Jrl-ll ol-:;l '
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It-\.2-r' E+'- p1r. {ia l\5.1f
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