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Baghdad District Urban Structure Before and After the

Building of the Round City
Dr. Ghada Musa Rzouki

Assistant professor - department of architecture —university of Baghdad

Abstract

The paper studies the district of Baghdad, in which Abbasid Calipli Al-Mansour,
built the round city( 762-766 AD). The study includes two periods of time , the period
before the building of the round city , and the period after its building ,and the
establishment of the Abbasid capital.

In spite of the large amount of historical and archeological literature on the subject,
the urban and architectural studies on it are very rare .It is an objective of this research
to clarify Baghdad district urban structure in terms of basic relations ( deep
structures) explored in : natural nodes, nodes of human activities , architectural
nodes ,also the basic relations of paths (axis) ,connections and hierarchy of the
components , finally the semantic sides of all these relations.

Historical information , texts and descriptions of the district are used to conclude its
main signifiers , for the analysis of its urban structure according to the relations
mentioned above . Then the building of the round city and the rise of Karkh and
Rusafa is historically reviewed ,and analyzed according to the same relations .
The urban structure of Baghdad had its basic relations( both as actual and potential);
the actual relations grew and flourished after the establishment of the capital, while
new relations appeared ,enabled the round city with its surroundings to become one
structure , which is the city of Baghdad , with the round city as its center . On the
architectural level we saw the rise of important models evolved later to be common
types in Islamic architecture .
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